
Logan Municipal Council  Logan, Utah   February 17, 2009 
 
 Minutes of the meeting of the Logan Municipal Council convened in regular 
session on Tuesday, February 17, 2009 at 5:30 p.m. in the Logan Municipal Council 
Chambers, 255 North Main, Logan, Utah, Chairman Laraine Swenson conducting. 
 
 Council members present: Laraine Swenson, Stephen C. Thompson, Tami W. 
Pyfer, Jay Monson and Herm Olsen. Administration present: Mayor Randy Watts, City 
Attorney Kymber Housley and City Recorder Teresa Harris.  
 
 OPENING CEREMONY.  Susan Walker offered the opening prayer and led the 
audience in the Pledge of Allegiance.  

 
Chairman Swenson welcomed those present. There were 15 citizens in the 

audience at the beginning of the meeting.  
 
Tami Pyfer was excused at the beginning of the meeting.  
 
Meeting Minutes.  Minutes of the Council meeting from February 3, 2009 were 

reviewed and approved with minor corrections. 
 
Meeting Agenda.  The meeting agenda was approved. Chairman Swenson 

announced at tonight’s meeting there would be two public hearings regarding a proposed 
ordinance amending the Logan Municipal Code: Tower Height Limitation and 
consideration of a potential purchase of property. 

 
QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS FOR MAYOR AND COUNCIL.    
 No comments or questions for the Mayor and City Council.  
 
MAYOR/ STAFF REPORTS. 
 
Chairman Swenson announced the Envision Cache Valley kickoff scheduled Wednesday, 
February 25, 2009 in the Logan City Tabernacle beginning at 7:00 p.m. She recently 
attended a sample workshop and felt it was very worthwhile. The public is invited to 
attend the February 25th meeting.  
 
MAYOR - BOARD APPOINTMENT 
 
Mayor Watts asked the council for ratification appointing Linda Tams to serve on the 
Logan River Golf Advisory Board, which is a three year term. 
 
Chairman Swenson asked for a motion to accept the Mayor’s recommendation of Linda 
Tams to a three year term on the Logan River Golf Advisory Board.  Motion by 
Councilmember Monson to approve the appointment, seconded by Councilmember 
Olsen. Motion carried unanimously.   
 
Mayor Watts announced he will run for a second term as Mayor of Logan City. The 
election will be held November 2009.    
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COUNCIL BUSINESS.  
 
Meeting Schedule.  Chairman Swenson announced that regular council meetings would 
be held the first and third Tuesdays of the month at 5:30 p.m. The next regular council 
meeting is Tuesday, March 3, 2009.  
 
CURTIS BROADBENT: Consideration of a proposed resolution of the Logan 
Municipal Council to Contract the Audit Services of Hansen, Bradshaw, Malmrose 
& Erickson.  
 
Mr. Broadbent addressed the council and proposed a resolution regarding a contract for 
audit services. He said the audit committee received proposals from nine different audit 
firms and recommended that the firm of Hansen, Bradshaw, Malmrose & Erickson be 
selected to complete the 2009-2010 external audit for Logan City. This firm is located in 
Bountiful, Utah and they also audit Provo and Salt Lake City. They have the ability to 
complete most of the audit remotely.   
 
Councilmember Thompson asked can we award this contract for three years? 
 
City Attorney Kymber Housley responded yes, we can contract for more than one year 
and there is always an appropriation clause in the contract.  
 
Mr. Broadbent stated that Logan City can opt out if needed before the three year contract 
ends. Hiring this firm will result in a 10% savings to the City in year one and then will 
increase somewhat in year two.   
 
Councilmember Monson feels if there are firms in Logan City that can do the work 
equally as well, he would like to “stay home” and contract with firms in Logan.   
 
Mr. Broadbent agreed and said the current firm’s bid was 10% higher than the one being 
recommended to the council. The audit committee feels this firm is very good and the 
10% savings makes a difference.  
 
Mr. Housley said we do have an ordinance that addresses local preference but does 
require they be within 5% of the bid. The current firm’s bid was 10% higher so it would 
not qualify.  
 
Mr. Broadbent said there were lower bids but as they looked at the experience of the firm 
and value to the City, the audit committee felt it might not be the best value to the City to 
choose the lowest bid. They checked references and felt the proposed firm would be the 
best selection.  
 
Councilmember Olsen asked if there is a time constraint accepting the bid from the 
proposed firm and when the resolution needs to be passed.  
 
Mr. Broadbent responded the resolution needs to be done in a timely manner so they can 
start the scheduling process.   
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Councilmember Olsen shares the concern with Councilmember Monson regarding the 
use of local firms and would recommend waiting two weeks and review the bids again. 
 
Mr. Broadbent said the highest bid they received was from the current firm in this came 
from nine proposals. One bid was lower than the one they are recommending but it was 
the recommendation of the audit committee not to take the lowest bid.  
 
Finance Director Richard Anderson said waiting two weeks would not be an issue if 
that’s what the council wants to do.  
 
Councilmember Monson said he would like to review all of the bids so if asked by a local 
firm he can answer their questions and explain why they did not receive the bid.  
 
Councilmember Pyfer joined the meeting 5:41 p.m. 
 
Councilmember Olsen said he trusts the judgment of the audit committee that the best 
value will be to go with the proposed firm but also feels that the council needs to have a 
comfort level and review other bids. 
 
Councilmember Pyfer stated that she and Chairman Swenson served on the selection 
committee for the audit firm and they are both comfortable with the selection.  
 
Councilmember Thompson said the council should defer to the audit committee and trust 
their recommendation. He appreciates that projects are going out for bid and doesn’t feel 
that two more weeks will change his mind. 
 
Councilmember Monson stated that he will not vote for this selection because of the 
“principal” of this and supports the committee reviewing proposals but feels that 
sometimes we need to keep Logan money in Logan.  
 
ACTION. Motion by Councilmember Pyfer, seconded by Councilmember Thompson to 
approve Res. 09-22 as presented. Motion carried 4-1 (Monson voted against). 
 
Chairman Swenson thanked Mr. Broadbent and Richard Anderson for the work they do 
on the audit committee.  
 
ACTION ITEMS: 
 
PUBLIC HEARING: Consideration of a proposed ordinance amending the Logan 
Municipal Code: Tower Height Limitation – 09-19. 
 
Chairman Swenson opened the meeting to a public hearing on a consideration of a 
proposed ordinance amending the Logan Municipal Code: Tower Height Limitation. As 
there were no comments the hearing was closed. 
 
ACTION. Motion by Councilmember Thompson, seconded by Councilmember Monson 
to adopt Ord. 09-19 as presented. Motion carried unanimously. 
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PUBLIC HEARING: Consideration of a potential purchase of property located at 
446 North 100 West Logan, Utah – 09-21 
 
City Attorney Kymber Housley said this will not be an action item at this time. It will be 
workshopped at tonight’s meeting and will be an action item on March 3, 2009. The 
proposed property is the old Workforce Services building, it appraised at $717,000 it was 
publicly noticed November 17, 2008 thru January 17, 2009. The City placed a bid for 
$550,000 and it was accepted.  One modification is a small piece of vacant land adjacent 
to the building that was taken out of the bid in order to get the building for the $550,000 
amount. There is no value to the City for this small piece of property.  The proposal is to 
move the Municipal Justice Court to this location which will free up the current City Hall 
to be used entirely for the library. This will provide growth opportunity and more time to 
decide what the future of the library will be.  
 
Chairman Swenson opened the meeting to a public hearing. 
 
Citizen Gary Joy said that once again the City is putting part of the administration away 
from the City block and he feels that everything should be consolidated to one block.   
 
Councilmember Monson asked Mr. Joy if he would be in favor of the City building a new 
building on this block at a much higher cost than $550,000.  
 
Mr. Joy feels the City should build further East next to the new police department and 
keep the buildings consolidated.  
 
Councilmember Thompson applauded the new building purchase. He feels the City 
should not be in the court business and they should be away from the City block area.   
 
Chairman Swenson closed the public hearing.  
 
This will be an action item at the March 3, 2009 council meeting. 
 
WORKSHOP ITEMS:  
 
Gay Jamieson – Draft 2009-10 Annual Action Plan including projects recommended 
by the Steering Committee and 2009-13 Consolidated Plan. 
 
CDBG Coordinator Gay Jamieson presented the CDBG Action Plan. She feels there are a 
lot of good applicants from non profit organizations. On February 9, 009 the steering 
committee met and defined projects that should be funded and amounts that will be 
recommended to the council.  
 
Councilmember Monson commended the steering committee for the work they have 
done. He reviewed figures from Bridgerland Literacy and what they accomplish through 
their organization. He feels they should have an increase from the $6,000 they requested 
to $10,000 to help with fund matching. He suggested the $4,000 could come from 
another larger area that is receiving funding. 
 

 Logan Municipal Council                  Logan, Utah                            February 17, 2009  



Chairman Swenson responded that the larger recipients also asked for higher amounts 
than what they will receive.  
 
Councilmember Pyfer said the Main Street ADA has waited 6-7 years for attention to the 
sidewalks for improved access in accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act.   
 
Councilmember Monson also feels strongly about the Multicultural Center and receiving 
some of the money they requested. He suggested that next year there should be someone 
on the steering committee from the multicultural community and money somewhere to 
help this organization. It has a history of great service and is the first place people who 
are from the Hispanic community go for help and information when they come to our 
area and don’t speak English.  
 
Chairman Swenson stated the amounts are preliminary at this time.  
 
Ms. Jamieson said we do not have HUD’s final allocation. The steering committee 
suggested for the projects that were selected with the amounts proposed that we do an 
even distribution of either extra allocation or even reduction by percentage for each 
funded project. She feels the current figures are “in the ballpark” and any percentage 
change will not be a big difference. The allocation amount from last year was lower than 
expected and it’s hard to determine an exact amount until the information from HUD 
arrives. 
 
Councilmember Pyfer said the non profit organizations can also apply for CDBG funding 
through the County and some of these groups apply both in Logan and Cache County.  
 
Chairman Swenson said if there is a significant change in the funding allocation the 
steering committee will meet again.  
 
Ms. Jamieson said although there will be a public hearing on March 17, 2009 if there are 
not firm numbers the plan will not be presented for submission to HUD. The hearing can 
be postponed if needed.  
 
Russ Akina – Consideration of a resolution approving an adjustment to golf course 
rates at the Logan River Golf Course – 09-20. 
 
Parks and Recreation Director Russ Akina addressed the council. The Parks and 
Recreation Department is proposing an increase to selected fees at the Logan River Golf 
Course. The proposed increases were approved by the Golf Advisory Board on January 
15, 2009 and are the following: 
 
An 18-hole Adult Green Fee (without cart) from $23.00 to $26.00. 
An 18-hole Adult Green Fee (with golf cart) from $35.00 to $38.00. 
Driving Range Large Bucket from $7.00 to $8.00. 
Driving Range Regular Bucket from $3.50 to $4.00. 
 
Mr. Akina has gathered course comparisons (18-hole Adult Green Fee Without & With 
Golf Cart) and found that the proposed increases are comparable to surrounding courses.  
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Estimated Revenue Increase Projection (Based on 2008) 
 
18-hole Adult Green Fee Increase from $23 to $26:   $19,410.00 
Driving Range Large Bucket Fee Increase from $7 to $8:  $  8,535.00 
Driving Range Regular Bucket Fee Increase from $3.50 to $4: $  2,364.00 
Total Estimated Revenue Increase Projection:   $30,309.00 
 
Mr. Akina said that each year the golf course, with the exception of debt services, comes 
very close to being over or under in terms of revenue and expenditures. There are 
nineteen different fees for the course and of the nineteen, proposed four fees for an 
increase.  
 
Councilmember Thompson asked wouldn’t it be better served that a fee increase be done 
during budget time and not during the year.  
 
Mr. Akina responded they need to find a time during the year that would work in regards 
to the budgetary process and with the time of season. It starts with the golf advisory 
board and then goes through a process with time allowed to notify the public of the fee 
increase.  
 
Chairman Swenson said she likes to hear about the fee increase before the budget hearing 
so she knows what to prepare for in the budget.  
 
Councilmember Monson asked is it not the goal to have the golf course be self supporting 
someday and the fees to be more inline with other courses?  
 
Mr. Akina  responded yes, in 2011 it is the goal to have the course be self supporting, 
even if the debt service was not attached to the course he would want to know what other 
courses are doing in terms of the market.   
 
Chairman Swenson added the operation revenues have been a concern because even 
weather conditions can impact the golf course and cause them to go into the red. She is 
comfortable with the fee increase and bringing us in line with other courses. 
 
Councilmember Thompson asked how many city employees are enrolled in the health 
program and receive free golf? 
 
Mr. Akina responded about one third (400) city employees are signed up for free golf, but 
not all participate. At the end of the season more people purchased golf merchandise and 
begin playing golf.  
 
Councilmember Olsen suggested that Greg Cox from the Human Resource Department 
give an evaluation of the benefit to the City under the health program and the cost savings 
we are suppose to be getting against the offset revenue from having free golf for 
employees.  
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Chairman Swenson asked that Greg Cox provide information regarding the cost to the 
City in revenue, hours of exercise and the health benefit for employees. 
 
Councilmember Thompson does not feel that citizens should subsidize the golf course 
anymore than needed and if the course isn’t making it then raise the fees appropriately so 
the City receives the revenue. If we are not as competitive we should look at the user pay 
fees and they should be appropriate and adjusted if needed.  
 
Mr. Akina said criteria are in place for employees that are on this program and receive 
golf. Paying customers have first priority before employees. Employees are bringing 
paying customers with them and merchandise is being purchased. Mr. Akina will provide 
additional information at the next council meeting on March 3, 2009.  
 
Richard Anderson – Budget Adjustment FY 2009-10 appropriating: $16,274 for 
Fire Department grant; $310,427 to appropriate funds from a damage settlement 
for a dysfunctional engineering capacitor bank design at the Green Canyon 
substation in 2005 – 09-24 
 
Finance Director Rich Anderson reviewed the proposed budget adjustments which will 
be an action item at the March 3, 2009 council meeting. Of the $310,427 the light 
department has asked that $20,000 go to distribution maintenance and the remainder goes 
back to the light department’s fund balance.  
 
Mr. Anderson said that regarding the purchase of the Workforce Services building, a 
budget resolution will transfer money from the library fund to the general fund. An 
approximate amount of $160,000 will be requested to renovate the Workforce Services 
building for the court. This will be an action item at the March 3, 2009 council meeting. 
Ongoing payments will be $18,000 for utilities and $15,000 for maintenance of the 
building which will come forward at budget time and will be funded from current 
revenue being brought in through the Justice Court. Money is appropriated to secure the 
Workforce Services building in the amount of $47,000 which would be earnest money 
and is refundable if the council does not appropriate the purchase amount of $550,000.   
 
Councilmember Thompson would like to know what capital project will be pushed down 
the list to move the $160,000 to the top.  
 
Mr. Anderson will provide this information at the next council meeting. The $550,000 
will come from the library fund which will leave $400,000 in the library account.  
 
Councilmember Thompson asked for numbers on overhead increases with the new 
building and would like to see a definitive number and where we will be in two years.   
 
Mr. Anderson responded that he budgeted in 2009 for the library to function in its current 
location. With the new Workforce Services building there will be an additional cost of 
$18,000 for utilities and $15,000 for the current library. He will provide detailed figures 
at the next council meeting.   
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Mayor Watts said we will use the City’s custodial staff to clean the new court building 
and snow removal will be done by the street department.   
 
Councilmember Monson mentioned that the library board was presented this information 
and they approved.  
 
OTHER CONSIDERATIONS: Councilmember Monson said he was impressed with 
the community for donating food to the food pantry.  
 
Councilmember Olsen said he also went to the food pantry and there was a good response 
from the community.  
 
Councilmember Monson said this is the 150 year anniversary that Logan City was 
founded and he feels we should do something to observe this event. Mayor Watts will 
organize a committee to begin planning. 
 
Councilmember Monson suggested that when City Hall moves out of its current location, 
and it becomes entirely the library building, that we have an art museum in the building.  
 
Councilmember Pyfer said she support an art display in the library building noting the 
artist and the title.   
 
Councilmember Thompson feels that if we do an art museum there should be funding to 
purchase art. This is how an artist makes money and we should not ask local artists to 
donate but rather loan their art for a display.  
 
ADJOURN TO MEETING OF THE REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY. 
 
Welcome – Laraine Swenson, Chair 
 
AGENDA 
 
WORKSHOP ITEM: 
 
Kirk Jensen – Consideration of a proposed resolution approving Agency Assistance 
in the Neighborhood Nonprofit Housing Corporation’s “Welcome Home: Own in 
Logan!” Program – 09-23 
 
Economic Development Director Kirk Jensen said the Neighborhood Non-Profit 
organization requested funding for the Welcome Home: Own in Logan Program.  
 
This is a program designed to encourage home ownership in Logan City and provide first 
time home ownership assistance for a down payment or closing costs. In the past, CDBG 
funding has been requested and they have been funded. They miscalculated and are now 
asking for bridge funding to carry them from now until June 2009. The affordable 
housing committee has reviewed and supports the amount of $15,000 rather than the 
$45,000 that was originally requested. There have been some concerns from the 
committee on how they are using the affordable housing funds and look to target funds 
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for significant housing projects to meet the housing needs in Logan. A consultant will 
develop a suggested prioritization list of how the affordable housing money should be 
spent. Also, CDBG monies that are being used could possibly go to the affordable 
housing fund.   
 
Councilmember Thompson feels that in the future the committee should look at overall 
goals with an emphasis on downtown and focus on where the money does the highest and 
best good with our plans.   
 
Mr. Housley said the committee discussed this issue and doing a comprehensive 
downtown project and with affordable housing funds. In 2013 we will receive a sizeable 
amount from the North Main Retail RDA; we can use this money for affordable housing 
and target specific projects.   
 
Chairman Swenson said approving this funding meets the masterplan goal to help 
promote home ownership and she is impressed with the list of properties which are in all 
different areas of Logan. This program has already helped many people get into a home.   
 
Mr. Housley added that we as a City should target specific properties and incentives for 
people to purchase specific homes in specific areas. Townhomes and new construction 
are excluded.  
 
This will be an action item at the March 3, 2009 council meeting.  

 
      There being no further business to come before the Council, meeting adjourned at 6:46 

p.m. 
 
 
 
 
     Teresa Harris, City Recorder 
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